THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF  GRACE

we had the doing thereof much to heart, and writing from Sir
Robert a Lee's house that, considering the time of meeting was
protracted, you would, in the mean season, travail therein to our
satisfaction. And yet we do a great deal more marvel that in
case you have certain knowledge that the rebels have levied such
forces as is reported, neither you, our Cousin of Shrewsbury, nor
any of the rest of you that be our Counsellors there, have raised
other forces, in all events to withstand, or, at the least, to stay
them; considering that we gave long sithens, also, special com-
rnandement for that purpose. For if, by your negligences therein,
the rebels should march forward, and suddenly do any exploit
upon our good subjects on this side Don, we should have just
cause to think ourself evil served, and our commandments less
regarded than appertained.

But imputing these matters to negligence, and so leaving
all contention thereof, upon the perfect and assured trust
and confidence we have in you, with the certain hope we have
conceived that with diligence and good endeavour to serve us
you will again repair and redub1 the same; forasmuch as by
your said letters and the said credence it appeared! not only unto
us that the day of your meeting shall be on Tuesday next coming,
but also that of likelihood the rebels will then show themselves
very stiff and wilful touching the two points before specified,
of the free pardon and the Parliament; considering how much
our honour should be touched in such sort, as it were by a con-
straint, to grant them their desire therein, or to permit you in
any wise to common with them, unless they will either first
cause such forces as they have levied eftsoons to retire to their
houses and dwelling places, or else, at the least, for the sureties
of your persons, which we esteem as our own, to permit you
to levy such forces again, before the meeting, as shall countervail
the same: we have determined that you shall proceed with the
said rebels in manner and form ensuing.

First, you shall signify by your letters unto them that being
we advertised that they have made, of new, a great assembly
and levied a great force, that is to say the number in all of

1 Put right.    Obs., but very frequent in sixteenth century official
documents.
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